A LADY, aged about 40, injured her coccyx in July, 1896, when jumping off a bicycle which was going quickly, and was treated by her doctor for about six weeks with morphia injections.
She was seen by two surgeons, one of whom diagnosed inoperable carcinoma of the rectum and advised colotomy. The second surgeon saw her in August, 1898. At that time she still suffered acute pain and could not sit down at all-only lie or stand. Carcinoma was again suspected. She was examined under an anesthetic and an operation done for piles; the coccyx was also removed. She left the nursing home feeling no relief from her pain, and was told by the surgeon she would probably have to return and have more bone removed.
I saw her in October, 1899. She still complained of great pain, and could not sit down properly. On rectal examination, there was a large lump in the posterior wall of the rectum about as far up as the finger could reach; it was fixed to the sacrum, and in its centre was a large and deep circular ulcer. The swelling was smooth and not nodular, and not characteristic of carcinoma. There was no definite specific history, but it was suspicious. The patient was given mercury and iodide, and in three months was -quite well and felt better than she had done for years. She took the medicine for several years and still takes it for about six weeks every eighteen months or so. She is now quite well.
(The above history is from a letter just received from the patient, my original notes being lost.)
DISCUSSION.
Mr. LOCKHART MUMMERY: Mr. Baldwin's case is one of great interest, as gumma of the rectum is very rare-so rare that hitherto I have only seen one doubtful case. It is most important that eivery case should be recorded. Mr. Baldwin's case certainly seems to be one of gumma, although absolute proof is wanting. It would be very interesting if Mr. Baldwin would record the subsequent history of the case at some future date.
Mr. GRAEME ANDERSON, Surgeon, R.N.: There has been a history of injury, probably injury of bone, and a chronic abscess simulating gumma may have resulted.
